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New York State’s Educational Assessment Strategy 
New York’s Educational Assessment Strategy says that we must collect information from multiple sources to understand our 
students’ learning. We can then use that information to make decisions about how to support their individual learning needs. 

We use multiple sources of evidence because each type of assessment has a unique purpose and use. 

PURPOSEPURPOSE 
The purpose of an assessment includes theThe purpose of an assessment includes the 

type(s) of information we can gather and howtype(s) of information we can gather and how 
often it is collected.it is collected.often 

USEUSE 
Results from each type of assessment have a specificts from each type of assessment have a specificResul 
use, or interpretation, in terms of the questions thatuse, or interpretation, in terms of the questions that 

can be answered about students’ learning.’ learning.can be answered about students 

Assessment Types 
Typpe Description & Purpose Frequennccyy

Questions That AAAsssssesssment Resuultss CCan 
Help To Annswwerr (Usee) 

FORMATIVE FORMATIVE && 

INFORMAINFORMALL 

ASSESSMENTS ASSESSMENTS

Regular teacher interactions and brief checks for student understandi ngRegular teacher interactions and brief checks for student understanding
happen multi l d h lp e times every ay in t e c assroom and rovi dp e feedback to happen multiple times every day in the classroom and provide feedback to
both students and teachers. This also includes self and peer assessments .both students and teachers. This also includes self and peer assessments.

Dailyy

A d d A tt dd tt ii t i t i ?re s u en s grasp ng new concepts introduced in ii tnst tructiion? Are students grasping new concepts introduced in instruction?
Which students mi hg t need more support before moving to the next concept? Which students might need more support before moving to the next concept?
Should the teacher alter instructional techniques to ensure each student iShould the teacher alter instructional techniques to ensure each student iss
accessing the lesson? accessing the lesson?

CLASSROOM CLASSROOM

ASSESSMENTS ASSESSMENTS

Classroom assessments such as zzes and qui unit tests provi de a summary of Classroom assessments such as quizzes and unit tests provide a summary of
what students have learned at the end of a designated period. what students have learned at the end of a designated period.

WeeklyWeekly// 
Monthl Monthlyy 

How well did each student master the concepts of a specific unit or course? How well did each student master the concepts of a specific unit or course?
Are there patterns that suggest that instruction for certain concepts was noAre there patterns that suggest that instruction for certain concepts was nott 
effective for some or all students? effective for some or all students?

INTERIMINTERIM// 

BENCHMARKBENCHMARK// 

DIAGNOST ICDIAGNOSTIC

ASSESSMENTS ASSESSMENTS

Administered at s ecified times durin an established se uence of p g q instructionAdministered at specified times during an established sequence of instruction,, 
th ’ ese assessments evaluate students knowled e and sk lg i ls relative to a set of these assessments evaluate students’ knowledge and skills relative to a set of
longer term learning goals and provide u dp ates as students make progreslonger-term learning goals and provide updates as students make progresss 
toward the goals. These can include project and performance based toward the goals. These can include project- and performance-based
assessments .assessments.

SeveraSeverall 
Times PeTimes Perr 

YeaYearr 

How are students progressing toward s?grade level skill How are students progressing toward grade-level skills?
Are students on track to meet the expectations of the grade/course? Are students on track to meet the expectations of the grade/course?
What rate of progress is each student making in the subject area (i.e. o, hWhat rate of progress is each student making in the subject area (i.e., howw 

uickl are th hq y ey growing t eir knowledge)? quickly are they growing their knowledge)?

STATSTATEE 

ASSESSMENTS ASSESSMENTS

States are re uired b the fede dq y ral Ever Sy tudent Succee s Act (ESSA) to States are required by the federal Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) to
im lp ement a set of hi h g quality academic assessments that can be used to implement a set of high-quality academic assessments that can be used to
measure student progress across the state in achieving the state learni ngmeasure student progress across the state in achieving the state learning
standards. These assessments dprovi e a critical picture of student opportun itstandards. These assessments provide a critical picture of student opportunityy
across the state. The Education Department uses the results to identify areaacross the state. The Education Department uses the results to identify areass 
that ma b f f dd l y ene it rom a itiona resources or su r ofppo t, with the goal that may benefit from additional resources or support, with the goal of
fostering educational equit .fostering educational equity.y 

AnnuallAnnuallyy

How well has each student mastered the New York State learning standardHow well has each student mastered the New York State learning standardss 
for the grade/subject? for the grade/subject?
Which schools or districts would most benefit from targeted support to Which schools or districts would most benefit from targeted support to
increase student achievement? increase student achievement?
Wh ’ ere should resources be directed to bolster students opportunity to learn Where should resources be directed to bolster students’ opportunity to learn
and be successfu l?and be successful?

NATIONAL NATIONAL && 

INTERNATIONAINTERNATIONALL 

ASSESSMENTS ASSESSMENTS

   

Dail

National and international assessments allow for trackin lg of ong-term trendNational and international assessments allow for tracking of long-term trendss 
in student achievement across states or countries. Administered several yearin student achievement across states or countries. Administered several yearss 
apart results provide e fgen ral in ormation about patterns of co e , llectiv studenapart, results provide general information about patterns of collective studentt 
learnin fg rather than s f b h k fpeci ic in ormation a out strengt s/wea nesses olearning rather than specific information about strengths/weaknesses forr 
subject areas or individual students .subject areas or individual students.

Ever 2y + Years Every 2+ Years
( i lg ven on y to a (given only to a

sample osample off 
students)students)

What are the long-term trends of student achievement in a subject area?What are the long term trends of student achievement in a subject area? 
How does student achievement in State X compare to State Y in the definedHow does student achievement in State X compare to State Y in the defined 
grade level and subject area?grade level and subject area? 
How has math achievement changed in the United States compared to otherHow has math achievement changed in the United States compared to other 
countries over the past decade?countries over the past decade? 

https://collected.it

