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eminders
Mics and cameras are off for each location

Please use the Q&A feature for questions

Any unanswered questions will be answered and published
with the recorded webinar

The Q and A chat feature is available for general comments
and the interactive portion of today’s session

This webinar is being recorded and will be available on
NYSED’s website once prepared for posting



Participants will...

The NYS Education Department 
intends for participants to gain 

an understanding of the 
evidence-based guide to be 

used as a verification tool when 
submitting the attestation per 

education law §818.



Agenda



Brain Based Learning

Pamela Cantor, MD
Physician (Child Psychiatrist), 

Scholar, Author, Nonprofit 
Founder & Leader



Education Law  §818

Evidence-Based and Scientifically Based Reading Instruction

(a) January 1, 2025 - provide instructional best practices for teaching reading in 
prekindergarten to grade three

(b) Schools must review curriculum annually to ensure alignment with the instructional 
best practices

• Definitions for evidence-based and scientifically based”, “phonemic awareness”, 
“comprehension”, “reading fluency”, “vocabulary development”, “culturally 
responsive-sustaining framework

• Schools must attest the curriculum and instruction align all elements of the 
instructional best practices



Attestation Overview

December 2024

NYSED releases 
Instructional 

Best Practices 
Document

Today

District Literacy 
Leaders meet 

with BOCES and 
Big 5 to preview 

the best 
practices

February 2025

NYSED releases 
the Attestation 

in MVPS (the 
business portal)

Spring 2025

Districts review 
the Best Practices 

and reflect on 
current 

curriculum and 
instructional 

practices 

September 1, 2025

Districts 
complete the 
attestation by 
September 1, 

2025 



Comprehensive 
Literacy 
Program



PURPOSE

A required tool to be 
utilized annually when 

reviewing curriculum and 
instruction for evidence and 
scientifically based reading 

instruction prior to 
submitting the attestation 
per law § 818, Evidence-
based and scientifically 

based reading instruction.



Selection Process of Best Practices



Introduction 



Introduction 

Facilitators use questions on Page 9 of the Facilitator’s Guide to lead local discussion. 



K-3 Literacy Curriculum Review Guide



Local Discussion and Questions

Remember to put questions in the Q and A.

What is your biggest take away from the introduction?
Please enter your site name into the chat if you would like to present 
some of the thoughts your group had during the fluency discussion.



The Big Six 
NYS Prekindergarten - 3rd Grade Literacy Instructional Best Practices Grades

iteracy PillarsL

Phonemic • Develop awareness of the segments of sound in speech. • PreK-1
Awareness • Teach students to manipulate sounds in speech, focusing on orally blending and segmenting • K-1

words.

• Teach students letter     -s ound relations. • PreK-3
• Introduce letters (graphemes) with the sounds (phonemes)they make. • PreK
• Provide opportunities to practice letter identification and sounds. • PreK
• Use word-building and other activities to link students’ knowledge of letter sound relationships • K

with phonemic awareness.
Phonics

• Develop an awareness of segments of sounds in speech and how they correspond to letters. • K-1
• Teach students to decode words, analyze word parts and write and recognize words. • 1-3
• Teach students to blend letter sounds and sound-spelling patterns. • 2-3
• Teach common sound-spelling patterns. • 2-3
• Teach students to recognize common word parts. • 2-3

• Plan activities to expand and practice vocabulary. • PreK-3
• Introduce words and their meanings. • PreK-3
• Engage students in activities to enhance vocabulary and language skills. • PreK-3
• Teach vocabulary in the context of other reading activities. • PreK-3Vocabulary
• Facilitate activities that actively engage students in the development of their vocabulary and • K-1
• language    skills.
• Teach students academic language skills, including the use of inferential language, and • 2-3

vocabulary knowledge.



The Big Six Literacy 
Pillars

NYS Prekindergarten - 3rd Grade Literacy Instructional Best Practices Grades

Fluency

• Model fluent reading on a daily basis. • PreK-3
Provide daily opportunities for students to practice reading fluency. • PreK-3
Model fluent reading for students by reading with expression, gestures and facial expressions, and • PreK
intonation in voice.
Incorporate daily interactive oral reading structures into whole and small group instruction to model • K-3
expose students to early reading habits and strategies.

•
•

•

Comprehension

• Teach students to activate background knowledge prior to reading.
• Engage in high-quality shared book reading and ensure students connect to texts daily.
• Ask questions and engage students in conversations surrounding text daily.
• Model and explicitly teach comprehension strategies.

• PreK-3
• PreK-3
• PreK-3
• PreK-3

Oral Language

• PreK-3
• Plan activities to expand and practice language skills.

• PreK-3
• Engage students in conversations.

• PreK
• Intentionally plan activities to build children's language skills.

• PreK
• Create a language-rich environment in which students engage in meaningful conversations.

• K-3
• Teach students academic language skills, including the use of inferential and narrative language.
• Engage students in conversations that support the use of inferential language.

• K-3
• Explicitly engage students in developing narrative language skills.

• K-3



Overview of the Tool



Overview of the Tool



Fluency

Reading Fluency
Reading Fluency:  The ability to read out loud accurately at an appropriate rate, and with 

appropriate expression (including proper phrasing, intonation, and pausing). 

Overarching Best Practices and Instructional Considerations for Reading 
Fluency
Teaching fluency is important for students to become successful readers and is crucial to the 
comprehension of text.  Over time, students’ oral reading should become more accurate and expressive. 
The overarching best practices and instructional considerations listed below retain their efficacy across 
grade levels and are to be used in tandem with the Standards. 
Note: As students advance through each grade, it is understood that the instructional materials and 
methodologies increase in complexity, gradually encouraging independence and autonomy. Also note that 
readers develop at different rates and may require the use of best practices and instructional 
considerations found outside of their designated grade level.



Fluency

Instructional Best Practices PreK - 3

• Model fluent reading on a daily basis.
• Provide daily opportunities for students to practice reading fluency.

Instructional Considerations PreK - 3

• Model reading with proper phrasing, intonation, and expression.
• Offer positive encouragement and feedback to students as they practice reading fluently.
• Incorporate both whole- and small-group opportunities for students to listen to and practice fluent reading on a daily 

basis.
CR-SE Specific Instructional Considerations

• Consider potential differences in dialects and pronunciations, fostering an environment of respect and understanding.
• Choose culturally affirming materials that reflect diverse voices and experiences.



Classroom Example






Classroom Example






Fluency

Instructional Best Practices: Reading Fluency PreK

Instructional Best Practices
• Model fluent reading for students by reading with expression, gestures and facial expressions, and intonation in voice.

NYS Next Generation Standards
• PKRF4: Displays emergent reading behaviors with purpose and understanding.

Instructional Considerations

Please reference the Fluency Introduction on page 28 to include all Instructional Considerations.

• Read expressively: vary the pitch of your voice throughout the story to make it more interesting and fit the characters’ actions and feelings.
• Provide multiple opportunities each day for students to listen to a skilled reader model fluent reading.
• Model fluency with a variety of texts and genres, as well as poetry, songs, and chants.
• Make time for joyful and engaging reading experiences.



Fluency Discussion

Time for local discussions 
around the Fluency section. 

Review different grade levels.
How do they connect from one 

grade to another?

Review discussion and reflection 
questions on page 10 of the 

facilitators guide.Please enter your site name into the chat if you would 
like to present some of the thoughts your group had 
during the fluency discussion.



11:15 – 11:45 Lunch/Break



Questions



Phonemic Awareness Phonics Connection






Phonemic Awareness and Phonics Connection

Instructional Best Practices: Phonemic Awareness  1st

Instructional Best Practices

• Teach students to manipulate sounds in speech, focusing on orally blending and segmenting words.

Instructional Best Practices: Phonics 1st

Instructional Best Practices

• Develop an awareness of segments of sounds in speech and how they correspond to letters.
• Teach students to decode words, analyze word parts, write and recognize words.



9

Phonemic Awareness

Phonemic Awareness 
Phonemic Awareness: The ability to notice, think about, and work with phonemes (sounds) in spoken words.

Overarching Best Practices and Instructional Considerations For Phonemic Awareness
Teaching phonemic awareness involves modeling for students so that they acquire the ability to notice, think about, and 
manipulate individual sounds in spoken words. Although best practices and instructional considerations are tailored to grade 
level standards, there are some that can be applied to each grade level spanning prekindergarten to first grade (please note: 
phonemic awareness standards end at 1st grade). This page highlights the overarching best practices and instructional 
considerations that can span the grade levels.  

Note: As students advance through each grade, it is understood that the instructional materials and 
methodologies increase in complexity, gradually encouraging independence and autonomy. Also note that 
readers develop at different rates and may require the use of best practices and instructional considerations 
found outside of their designated grade level.



Phonemic Awareness

Instructional Best Practices PreK - 1

Develop awareness of the segments of sound in speech.

Instructional Considerations PreK - 1

• Incorporate phonological awareness* activities into daily routines.
• Use songs, chants, finger plays, poems, etc. to develop phonological and phonemic awareness*.
• Incorporate multimodal/multisensory* approaches, such as clapping, stomping, jumping, etc.
• Position students to be sound detectives in the classroom, growing in them a curiosity for how language sounds.
• Begin with larger segments of speech, such as words, and gradually working with smaller sound segments, such as syllables, onset-rime 

and individual phonemes.
• Provide clear explanations and modeling for each task/activity, especially when it is a new concept.

CR-SE Specific Instructional Considerations
• Be mindful that individual letter sounds can vary and may be pronounced differently depending on the student’s dialect or language, 

requiring targeted instruction on specific sounds.
• Some phonemes in the English language may not be present in other home languages or dialects. This may make phonemes difficult to 

hear, distinguish, pronounce, and place in context.

9



Phonemic Awareness

Instructional Best Practices: Phonemic Awareness  1st

Instructional Best Practices

• Teach students to manipulate sounds in speech, focusing on orally blending and segmenting words.

NYS Next Generation ELA Standards
• 1RF2: Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes).

⚬ 1RF2a: Count, blend and segment single syllable words that include consonant blends.
⚬ 1RF2b: Create new words by manipulating individual sounds (phonemes) in spoken one-syllable words.

• 1RF2c: Manipulate individual sounds (phonemes) in single -syllable spoken words.

Instructional Considerations
Please reference the Phonemic Awareness Introduction on page 9 to include all Instructional Considerations.

• Incorporate phonological and phonemic awareness* activities into daily routines.
• Continue to use multimodal/multisensory approaches* (from previous grade levels) to develop phonological and phonemic

awareness*.
• Teach students to blend and segment by syllables, then into onset and rimes before individual phonemes, including consonant

blends in spoken words.
• Sort pictures based on number of syllables or beginning, ending and middle sounds (single phonemes and consonant blends).
• Provide time for activities such as using Elkonin sound boxes to focus on beginning, ending and middle sounds in spoken words

that include consonant blends.



Classroom Example






Phonics

Phonics 
Phonics: The relationship between graphemes (letters) and the phonemes they represent.

Overarching Best Practices and Instructional Considerations for Phonics

Phonics instruction involves teaching the relationship between graphemes (letters) and phonemes (sounds). Best 
practices and instructional considerations are tailored to grade level standards and there are some that can be 
applied to each grade level, spanning prekindergarten to third grade. This page highlights the overarching best 
practices and instructional considerations for phonics instruction that can span the grade levels. 

Note: As students advance through each grade, it is understood that the instructional materials and 
methodologies increase in complexity, gradually encouraging independence and autonomy. Also note that 
readers develop at different rates and may require the use of best practices and instructional considerations 
found outside 
of their designated grade level.



Phonics

14

Instructional Best Practices PreK-3

Teach students letter     sound relations. 

Instructional Considerations PreK- 3

• Incorporate multimodal/multisensory* approaches in phonics instruction.
• Use print throughout the classroom to discuss the target letter or any other letters throughout the day (i.e., schedule, labels, student

names, books).
• Talk to children about the letter(s) in the print and the sound the letter makes in the word(s) they encounter.

CR-SE Specific Instructional Considerations

• Multilingual learners may need additional instruction and support such as modeling and the explicit teaching of letter-sound
correspondence.

• Integrate letter or word walls with images representative of various cultures, religions, ethnicities, and ability levels.
• Be aware of the phonemes, affixes, and roots in students' home languages and provide additional instruction and support when

modeling or asking students to produce phonemes in the target language*.
• Integrate letter or word walls with images representative of various cultures, religions, ethnicities, and ability levels.



Phonics - First Grade
Instructional Best Practices: Phonics 1st

Instructional Best Practices
• Develop an awareness of segments of sounds in speech and how they correspond to letters.
• Teach students to decode words, analyze word parts, write and recognize words.

NYS Next Generation ELA Standards
• 1RF3: Know and apply phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.

⚬ 1RF3a: Know the letter-sound correspondences for common blends and consonant digraphs (e.g. sh, ch, th).
⚬ 1RF3b: Decode long vowel sounds in regularly spelled one-syllable words (e.g., final –e conventions and common vowel teams).
⚬ 1RF3c: Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words.
⚬ 1RF3d: Determine the number of syllables in a printed word by using knowledge that every syllable must have a vowel sound.
⚬ 1RF3e: Decode two-syllable words following basic patterns by breaking the words into syllables.
⚬ 1RF3f: Recognize and identify root words and simple suffixes (e.g. run, runs, walk, walked).
⚬ 1RF3g: Read most common high-frequency words by sight.

Instructional Considerations

Please reference the Phonics Introduction on page 14 to include all Instructional Considerations.
• Model generating each sound in a blend and then ask students to blend the sounds together (a digraph makes a single

sound and must be taught as a unit).
• Demonstrate how to blend simple CVC words by sounding out the word (saying each letter or letter combination one by one

until the end of the word and then blending them all together again quickly).
• Teach long vowels with silent e, and then two-letter vowel teams.
• Engage students in guided practice when they are reading decodable words in isolation and in text.



Classroom Example






Phonemic Awareness and Phonics

Facilitators, please have participants answer one to two 
questions from page 11 or 12  of the facilitator’s guide.
*You may want to focus on one grade to guide your discussion



Next Steps

Review Instructional 
Best Practices Guide 
with district literacy 

leaders
Work to plan for local 

review of local 
curriculum and 

instruction
Review curriculum and 
instruction with staff

Find areas of need for 
additional professional learning

and plan professional 
development accordingly.

Complete 
attestation on 

business portal
Attestation is due by 
September 1, 2025

Continue to review 
curriculum and 

instruction

Reach out to The Office of Early 
Learning with any questions and 
look for continued professional 

learning around literacy.



Attestation



Attestation

Attestation of Compliance with Law ۰818 – Evidence Based and 
Scientifically Based Reading Instruction 

I attest that our district/school is taking the following actions: 

I attest that in compliance with Education Law §818 that the 
district curriculum and instructional practices in the subject of 
reading in prekindergarten through grade three has been 
reviewed for alignment to all the elements of the instructional 
best practices provided by the Commissioner pursuant to this 
section (phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency, 
comprehension, oral language). 



Attestation

Professional Development 
Educators receive ongoing professional development 
around the instructional best practices for the teaching of 
reading that is evidence-based and scientifically based and 
focused on reading competencies in the areas of phonemic 
awareness, phonics, vocabulary development, reading 
fluency, comprehension, including background knowledge, 
oral language and writing. 

Intervention & Support 
The district provides interventions that are part of an 
aligned plan designed to improve student reading 
outcomes in prekindergarten through grade three.  



Attestation

Required
 List the current curriculum the district is utilizing 

for the teaching of reading. (short answer) 

 The district uses the following reading 
interventions:_____________________(short 

answer) 





THANK YOU!

Contact Us:

(518) 474-5807

OEL@nysed.gov
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