
Fostering Positive 
Behavior in the 
Prekindergarten 
Classroom



Agenda
• What are common behaviors and how do we work with students?

• What is Function Based Thinking?

• What can we do right now?

• Questions - have a parking lot for questions throughout the 
presentation



Materials and Resources for Today



Some frequently reported 
prekindergarten (ages 3-5) 

developmentally appropriate behaviors 
that may be challenging for adults 

include:

• inability to wait or sit still
• testing limits and boundaries;
• lacking impulse control
• arguing
• blaming others
• misbehaving to gain attention
• acting aggressive
• using hurtful words
• regulating their emotions.



Define and Teach Expectations



Cultural Identity 
and Implicit Bias

Cultural Identity

• Our Cultural Identity begins forming at birth

• Our experiences 

• Not all cultural footprints are the same

Implicit Bias

• We all have them

• Our experiences  

• Perceptions of Challenging Behavior



In School Suspension Sending the child out of the classroom such as to the director’s office

Out of School Suspension Asking a family to pick up thier child early because of behavioral issues

Expulsion
Telling a family that they will need to find another location because the child is not a “good fit” for 

the program or that the program can “no longer support” thier child.

"Soft” Expulsion
Asking a family to repeatedly pick up their child early because of behavior issues, requiring them 

to leave or miss work frequently. 

What does suspension and 
expulsion look like in PreK?

https://preventexpulsion.org/overview

/

https://preventexpulsion.org/overview/
https://preventexpulsion.org/overview/
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Data Dive
• How do you track this in the 

program?

• What trends do you see?

• How can you provide support 
based on the trends?



Function Based Thinking

Behavior

Escape/Avoidance Sensory StimulationAccessAttention Seeking



In the block area during centers, when 
Susie is told to stop playing and clean up 

and to get ready for nap time, she responds 
by throwing blocks and screaming. The 

teaching assistant then removes the child 
from the classroom to the office where she 

is allowed to play with toys until the 
director/principal can meet with her. 

During small group time when the 
students in the class are engaged and 

listening to the teacher, Jack starts 
touching his peers and making silly faces 
at them. The students begin to laugh and 
the teacher addresses Jack's  behavior.



ABC Chart

Use the definitions 

found on the 

handout.



During computer time, 
Keisha will yell and scream 

when the teacher asks her to 
turn off her favorite reading 
game and join the class for 

nap time. The teaching 
assistant will then remove 

her from the class so that the 
rest of the students are able 

to rest.

During table activities, 
Keisha will walk around the 

classroom poking and 
touching her peers while 
they are engaged in their 
individual activities. Some 

students respond by asking 
her to stop, some will laugh 

and play with her, and 
others yell at her to go 

away. 

Think, Pair, Share



Now What?
Once the ABC chart has been completed, the next step in the 
process is to develop a plan that supports a change in the 
child’s behavior. As the ABC chart is reviewed, consider the 
following:

• In what setting(s) does the behavior occur (blocks, lunch,
rest time, etc.)?

• Is there a setting where the behavior does not occur
(include indoor and outdoor)?

• Who is present when the behavior occurs?

• What actions or interactions take place prior to the
behavior?

• What happens after the behavior?



Support Plan



How do I use this document?



Getting Started

Environment

Children

Culture

Support Community

Teachers

Familes

Establish a warm and responsive relationship with each child. 

Build a Classroom Community that fosters positive 

relationships in the classroom. 

Create a calm and structured learning environment. 

Intentionally teach behavioral expectations. 

Provide curriculum experiences that are age appropriate. 

Partner with Families. 



Cozy Area



Teacher Guidance for 
Challenging Behaviors

Strategies for all students

Strategies for few students

Strategies for some students

Pyramid Model

https://k12engagement.unl.edu/strategy-briefs/Pyramid%20Model%208-22-16_0.pdf


Parent Tip Sheet



“So often children are punished for being 
human. Children are not allowed to have 

grumpy moods, bad days, disrespectful tones, 
or bad attitudes. Yet, us adults have them all the 

time. None of us are perfect. We must stop 
holding our children to a higher standard of 
perfection than we can attain ourselves.” 

- Rebecca Eanes

Final Thoughts & Questions
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