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Agendo

What are common behaviors and how do we work with students?
What Is Function Based Thinking?

What can we do right now?

Questions - have a parking lot for guestions throughout the
presentation
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Building Relationships and
Environments to Foster Positive
Behavior in Prekindergarten:
A Resource and Reflection Tool
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Getting Started:
Six Tips for Supporting
Positive Behaviors
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Challenging Behaviors
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Some frequently reported
prekindergarten (ages 3-5)
developmentally appropriate behaviors
that may be challenging for adults
include:

* Inablility to wait or sit still

* testing limits and boundaries;
* lacking impulse control

e arguing

* pblaming others

* misbehaving to gain attention
 acting aggressive

 using hurtful words
 regulating their emotions.

Office @f
Early
| Leaming



Define and Teach Expectations

Long-Term
Memory

Working
Memory

Comprehension

Auditory
Logic - Processing
3 3
Reasoning
Visual
Planning Processing

Processing
Speed
- Attention
73

Executive function is the ability to focus, hold,
and work with information in the mind. It allows
us to filter distractions and change gears while
focusing on multiple streams of information at
the same time. Sometimes we may need to
revise plans as necessary.

Building Relationships and
Environments to Foster Positive
Behavior in Prekindergarten:
A Resource and Reflection Tool

Instructional Mindsets

Intentionality

Teachers use
instructional strategies
purposefully and are able
to articulate specific
drivers (e.g., children's
prior knowledge, leaming
goals, sequence within
content areas)

"~

Flexibility

Teachers are aware of
the range of effective
instructional strategies,
how and when to
implement them, and
when to switch
strategies or formats
(e.g., whole class, small

group). o

- - v

Differentiation and
Individuation

Teachers generate or
individualize
instructional strategies
as needed to efficiently
meet the diverse
abilities and needs of
students.

Reflection

Teachers rely on
reflective practices to
make intentional,
creative instructional
decisions and avoid
overreliance on default
practices.
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Cultural Identity
and Implicit Bias oo

Aggressive

Worried Hurt Scared
Cultural Identity

* Our Cultural Identity begins forming at birth
» Our experiences

* Not all cultural footprints are the same

Implicit Bias When a child seems angry or

« We all have them R .
_ feelings hidden under the
* Our experiences surface

* Perceptions of Challenging Behavior Image from: Youngminds.org

aggressive, there are often other

Building Relationships and
Environments to Foster Positive
Behavior in Prekindergarten:
A Resource and Reflection Tool
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What does suspension an
expulsion look like In PreK?

In School Suspension Sending the child out of the classroom such as to the director’s office

Out of School Suspension Asking a family to pick up thier child early because of behavioral issues

Telling a family that they will need to find another location because the child is not a “good fit” for

Expulsi
Xpuision the program or that the program can “no longer support” thier child.

Asking a family to repeatedly pick up their child early because of behavior issues, requiring them

"S ftu E | H
o Xpuision to leave or miss work frequently.
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https://preventexpulsion.org/overview/
https://preventexpulsion.org/overview/

Rates of Prekindergarten Suspension and Expulsion
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https://civilrightsdata.ed.gov/assets/downloads/crdc-exclusionary-school-discipline.pdf
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Function Based Thinking

Building Relationships and
Environments to Foster Positive
Behavior in Prekindergarten:
A Resource and Reflection Tool
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In the block area during centers, when
Susie is told to stop playing and clean up
and to get ready for nap time, she responds
by throwing blocks and screaming. The
teaching assistant then removes the child
from the classroom to the office where she
IS allowed to play with toys until the
director/principal can meet with her.

During small group time when the
students in the class are engaged and
listening to the teacher, Jack starts
touching his peers and making silly faces
at them. The students begin to laugh and
the teacher addresses Jack's behavior.

Office @f
Early
Learning

4



ABC Chart

Observe across
multiple days to look
for patterns of
challenging behavior.

Building Relationships and
Environments to Foster Positive
Behavior in Prekindergarten:
A Resource and Reflection Tool

Date Time  Activity Antecedent

Include the start and end time to .
determine how long the behavior Describe what happened
lasts and any patterns in the time right before the behavior
increment of the daily schedule of occurred that may have

: triggered the behavior.
when the behavior occurs, Office wf
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Think, Pair, Share

During computer time,
Keisha will yell and scream
when the teacher asks her to
turn off her favorite reading
game and join the class for
nap time. The teaching
assistant will then remove
her from the class so that the
rest of the students are able
to rest.

During table activities,
Keisha will walk around the
classroom poking and
touching her peers while
they are engaged in their
iIndividual activities. Some
students respond by asking
her to stop, some will laugh
and play with her, and
others yell at her to go
away.

4
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.~ Now What?

Once the ABC chart has been completed, the next step in the
y process Is to develop a plan that supports a change in the
child’s behavior. As the ABC chart is reviewed, consider the

following:

 In what setting(s) does the behavior occur (blocks, lunch,
rest time, etc.)?

* |s there a setting where the behavior does not occur
(include indoor and outdoor)?

* Who is present when the behavior occurs?

What actions or interactions take place prior to the

behavior?
 What happens after the behavior? Offce of
Eggjyning



Support Plan

Support Plan Proceas Our Plan

Building Relationships and
Environments to Foster Positive
Behavior in Prekindergarten:
A Resource and Reflection Tool

Replace: problem bahavior by teaching a

aocially eccapiable, efficient bahavior that
gllows student to obtain the pay-offfunchon.

Prevent: problern behawviors by directly
addreasing triggers & prompting
replacemant behaviors bassd on the
function of behavior.

Reinforce: replacament & desired behaviors
based on function'pay off for the student.

Redirect: problam bshaviors by quickly &
affectivaly rediracting atudent to replacament
bahaviar,

Minimize Reinforcement: by ansuring that
problem behaviors do NOT pay off for the
atudant (i.e., does not reault in the function
of bahavior).

Plan for progress monitoring: using tools
fromn your prograss monitoning essessment,

document the progreas the student is
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How do | use this document?
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Getting Started

1
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Establish a warm and responsive relationship with each child.
Build a Classroom Community that fosters positive i Y
relationships in the classroom.
Create a calm and structured learning environment.
Children
Intentionally teach behavioral expectations.
Provide curriculum experiences that are age appropriate. ‘
Partner with Families. I
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Cozy Area

Why have a cozy area?
e Cucy arem nom apace wharte s cHid can go o be by el se® and apecdd Srw siore. The ares
shouid rot De laed 3 & " oot arem ater & chid & Teslirg overstaimed But imetesd showuss

bw ar area whete & oikf may chooae 1o pe The Durpoae i o Peip stuserts deveiop social
erotiorel sclih idartfy witacctrirg stia, lawr s reguiation stretapies. Seveiop am !
SV RDERA, AT marage ther thougitta, Teminge, end cora

what is the teacher’s role?

The tmacher Kerrtifies the Qe peck £ INE TOOM OO ProvEies Materies and AT aaag e for
SMudent cas. The e models how 10 use e ares, satabinbes rudes, ard develoss ™l
ot on sl reguiation sa fseded throoghout the yaar. There may De tirmes ahen Dore thar
pne i warts Lo e the ares anc the tmacher atouid pasas and reflect or ¥ awhoie growge of
sl 2roep cadming sctivity would bere®t the Cam

What might be included in a cozy area?

cormer the space and resdds oF stucde~2y ahan sslacting tara
v whalminyg to xtuderea)

DO mary tane car be

¢ Zafl hirrmatirgs La 3ot chair, baandag chait, et ) for the o tu o, Sy of abretch out on
o Asslecion of 3of mmisrasis suc™ a3 doltls, weighied ptuffed srimels, pllows, of pupsets

e Asslecioe of cor-ficzion, Sictior, snd aocl stories aboue fesings Inciudirg bosed booes for
ttrewa arcd yourget founs

A aslecmon of seraory bottius and tactie harma the cfd may Ndget wtth

A D st arttirg ranertals such ax craports wnd Seper

Yausl sspports sl a3 posters of feelimg charis, pesures of meciiation, ceed Drestrirg or
Yo poass the cicd cowd practics In the space

Adxianig certer with sft mumic o il owr ldterr i

MNotss carcwing Readohores

L

. s

Office @f
Early
Learmning




. . . F —3  strategies for fow students
——Tier2—3  Strategics for some shudents
_
?— Tiwr 1= Siraccgiesfor all students
ey Tier 1 Targeted Practices
o can biachen prowedy wooad ||I:\:.r.l'| dhrrbopma o

Rilationskips mith Studants Classroom Emsironmaent

~ Chdllenging Behaviors ==

Challenging Behaviors

Strategies for few students

—_—

_

?} Strategies for all students

Pyramid Model

Strategies for some students
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https://k12engagement.unl.edu/strategy-briefs/Pyramid%20Model%208-22-16_0.pdf

Parent Tip Sheet
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Final Thoughts & Questions 1

“So often children are punished for being
human. Children are not allowed to have
grumpy moods, bad days, disrespectful tones,
or bad attitudes. Yet, us adults have them all the
time. None of us are perfect. We must stop
holding our children to a higher standard of
perfection than we can attain ourselves.”

- Rebecca Eanes
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