
SAFEGUARDING THE RIGHTS
OF NEW YORK STATE

IMMIGRANT STUDENTS 

All students ages 5 to 21 have the right
to a free public education regardless of
nationality, country of origin, or
immigration status.

Schools must immediately enroll
migrant students or those living in
shelters. Schools must accept a
variety of proofs of residency. 

Schools must be a safe space. Law
enforcement may not remove a
student from school or interrogate a
student without parental consent. 

NYS and federal law prohibit bullying
by students or employees based on
actual or perceived race, color,
national origin or citizenship status.

NYS ELL PARENT
HOTLINE

1-800-469-8224

Visit OBEWL Online
obewl@nysed.gov

(518) 474-8775

Refugees and other immigrants who are
considered homeless (including living in
temporary housing or with another family)
must be enrolled in school even if they do
not have immunization records. Students
must receive the first dose of all required
vaccines within the first 14 days of
attending school.

https://www.nysed.gov/program-offices/office-bilingual-education-and-world-languages-obewl
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